


A paragraph is a group of sentences related to one central idea. Each

paragraph has three necessary parts: a subject, a main idea, and support. To find

these parts, you can ask six basic questions: who, what, where, when, why, and how.

What is the subject?
The subject is a topic of the paragraph. To find the subject, ask who or

what the whole paragraph is about.

Reading Passage

Sleeping habits change with age. A newborn baby needs 18 to 20 hours of
sleep a day. An older child generally needs 12 to 14 hours a day. The average
adult needs only 7 to 9 hours. Older people need the least amount of sleep. A

person over 65 generally needs only 5 to 7 hours to feel well rested.

(An@a@n1n Lenier, Minnette. Keys to College Success: Reading and Study

improvement, Prentice Hall, Englewoods Cliffs, N. J. 1978, P. 67)
The subject of the paragraph above is .
a. the problem of aging
b. the amount of sleep needed for go health
c. chances in sleep patterns with age
d. sleep

ANSWER: The subjectis C.

EN 329 57



Activity 1

Read each paragraph carefully. Then choose the best topic from the list printed below.

PARAGRAPH 1

From the earliest times men have traveled on water. They made
their settlements near water, and they used it for their animals and plants.
Later on, the rivers and then the seas became man’s highways. Wars have
been waged and treaties signed, and civilizations.

(ARADNDIN Gilbert, Doris Wilcox. The Turning in Reading, Prentice

Hall,Inc. New Jersey 1969, p.26)

The best topic is:
a. Rivers And Seas as Highways

b. The Importance of Water to Man

[¢]

. Early Man’s Care of Animals and Plants

=2

. Civilizations of the Past

PARAGRAPH 2

58

The first Americans to reach California came by water to engage in
the fur trade along the coast. Later interest turned to whaling and the
trade in hides and tallow. While some of these men stayed on in California,
Their numbers were few. They didn’t cause the Mexican officials much
WOrry.

(ﬁﬂﬁ@ﬂmﬂ Gilbert, Doris Wilcox. The Turning in Reading, Prentice

Hall,Inc. New Jersey 1969, p.28)
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The best topic is .
Early California Officials

. The Early Fur Traders of California
Whaling off the California Coast

. The First Americans in California

o

g o o

What is the Main Idea?

The main idea of a paragraph is the most important thing the author
wants you to know about the subject. It is expressed in a single statement which
summarized all the ideas in the paragraph as well as the ideas in the supporting
sentences.

Read this passage again and find the main idea.

Sleeping habits change with age. A newborn baby needs 18 to 20
hours of sleep a day. An older child generally needs 12 to 14 hours a day.

The average adult needs only 7 to 9 hours. Older people need the least

amount of sleep. A person over 65 generally needs only 5 to 7 hours to feel

well rested.

Which is the main idea of the paragraph above?
a. Babies need more sleep than aduits do.

______b. Sleeping habits change with age.

___c. Elderly people need little sleep.

d. Proper sleep is important for good health.

ANSWER: The main ideais b.
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What is the support?

The author supports the main idea by giving details that clarify, develop,
and justify it. The most common types of support for the main idea are
examples, facts, reasons, and testimony. Examples of each type of support follow.

Underline the main idea in each paragraph.

Examples: Examples illustrate the main idea, ( ilums support main idea

Taal¥eota

Superstitious can have a great influence on people. For instance, there are

those who will turn back from the trip if a black cat crosses their path.

Us:lunusnAo main idea AIUVDAUNKAIAIT For instance avon113m

r

VIR = v oA 1 a Y . . 2 o
uaaareta Inuiidlethailiosozyivesuiaden1 1wy main idea 1¥i¥aon

Facts: Data that support the main idea may be in the form of historical

facts, statistics, or scientific laws. ( P17 support Tﬂﬂ'lﬁ’i’i’faqaﬁlﬂumm 2349)

The largest waterfall in the world is Angel Falls in Venezuela. In fact,

Angel Falls is more than fifteen times higher than Niagara.

Yszlunusnie main idea dIuFINNA1IMEIAIN in fact Aodoyaiivready

anuninalrdsslannsndoau
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Reasons: Reasons are given to justify the main idea. (119 support Tauly

9/

g
YoyaniiumaHa)

Unlike the American Indian, who had rain dances to bring rain, the people
on the island of Java try to prevent rain. This is because the annual precipitation
on Java is more than the natives want.

5216 main idea A® the people on the island of Java try to prevent rain.
uazins support Yszlun main idea 31801314 “n@” (reason)  vIwETudo

e . Vet 5 w r P4
AU main idea ¥ HERLAZIAMNINYY

Testimony: Opinions of people other than the author are used to support
the main idea.

o a & grel . .
MIHINNUHAHHTUYDIHOUUT support sz1en main idea

A Harvard University study in 1976 reported what is believed to be
enslavement among ants. According to biologist Bert Holldobler, after territorial

battles the victors drag the captives back to their nest.

szlonAuinhe main idea oyanildIE support MrumaihnAavesdoun
e melfidfudeaivayunimiavesdieu
9 er = U d'l = uvz é Y = 1 4'4 et 9
volWtinfAnEIBMBANITBA Sleep DnnTanile udrRarsaniieoyanFeainly
38019 support (50auvvialu 4 Yans l1liine

a. examples b. facts c. Reasons d. testimony

ANSWER: The type of supportis b. (facts)
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Activity 2

Finding the Main Idea

62

In school, children want the right to do their own thinking and to
express themselves freely. They do not like to be governed by rules and
regulations whose purpose they do not understand. But fundamentally
neither do they like a school where there is so much freedom that there is
disorder. They find fault with a teacher in whose room the children are
disorderly. They also find fault with teachers who are unimaginative and a
school where behavior is governed largely by understanding and good will

afford the freedom that is most satisfying to both pupils and teachers.

(ANADNDIN Raygor, Alton L. Reading for the main idea, McGraw-Hill Book

Company, 1969, p.28)

The main idea is

a. Children want freedom.

b. A firm but understand teacher can stimulate children to behave

properly even in their own homes.

c¢. Children would appreciate most a classroom in which a firm but

liberal atmosphere exists.

d. Children do not like a classroom in which their teacher is

extremely lenient.
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Activity 3
Main idea and Support

Choose the main idea in each of the following paragraphs and write in the

blank the type of support used.

PARAGRAPH 1

Many geographers now believe that 200 million years ago the east
coast of South America fitted snugly into the west coast of Africa. The
coasts of Norway, Scotland, and Ireland touched Greenland, and
Greenland touched northern Canada. This means that the Earth once had
super continent. Geologists call it Pangea.

(AnaanaIn Lenier, Minnette. Keys to College Success: Reading and Study

improvement, Prentice Hall, Englewoods Cliffs, N. J. 1978, P. 81)

The main idea is

a. Continents can move around.
b. Geography can tell us many interesting facts.

¢. Greenland was not always an island.

d. The Earth once had a supercontinent now called Pangea.

The type of support is
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PARAGRAPH 2

Music is universal, It exists in some forms in every part of the
world inhabited by man. Its existence for thousands of years is proven by
references in mankind’s earliest writings, pictures, and artifacts. During all
this time, and in all these places, music has developed in a multitude of
different ways, each expressing local culture and historical era of its creators.
The seemingly endless diversity of human music is illustrated by a brief list of
musical forms: symphony, aboriginal folk song, military march, rock and roll,

liturgical mass, electronic music, and music of the Orient, to name only a few.

(ﬁlﬂnﬂﬂmﬂ Lenier, Minnette. Keps to College Success: Reading and Study

improvement, Prentice Hall, Englewoods Cliffs, N. J. 1978, P. 82)

The main idea is
a. Some music is more sophisticated than other music.
b. All cultures have music
c. Music has always existed.

d. music is not always written down.

The type of support is
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READING COMPREHENSION

Teaching is supposed to be a professional activity requiring long and
complicated training as wel] as official certification. The act of teaching is looked
upon as a flow of knowledge from a higher source to an empty container.
- The student’s role is one of receiving information; the teacher’s role is one of
sending it. There is a clear distinction assumed between one who is supposed to
know (and therefore not capable of being wrong) and another, usually younger
person who is supposed not to know. However, teaching need not be the province
of a special group or people nor need it be looked upon as technical skill.
Teaching can be more like guiding and assisting than forcing information into a
supposedly empty head. If you have a certain skill, you should be able to share it
with someone. You do not have to get certified to convey what you know to
someone else or to help them in their attempt to teach themselves. All of us, from
the very youngest children to the oldest members of our cultures should come to
realize our own potential as teachers. We can share what we know, however little

it might be, with someone who has need of that knowledge or skill.

(ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ]ﬂ Clarke, Mark A. Reader’s Choice, The University of Michigan Press,

1994 P.17)
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Word Study

be supposed to = be planned or expected (@nfimuall visoma
myaily)
professional (adj.) - = relating to a person’s special training (E‘ﬁah’ueﬁw}
complicated training = training with many parts which are difficult to
understand (Hneustii e sy
distinction (n) = differentiation between or among things
Gunnen )
province (n) = special interest , special responsibility (Hﬁﬁm“iamm
Furenron)
supposedly (adv.) = imaginarily, not definitely known to be true
(auaf nIomaia)
potential (adj.) = capable of developing into a particular kind of

thing mention (FneiN1M)
Comprehension Questions

Choose the appropriate answer of the following questions.

1. The main idea of the paragraph is

a. The author believes that it is not difficult to be a good teacher.

b. The author believes that every person has the potential to be a teacher.

¢. The author believes that teaching is a professional activity requiring
special training. ‘

d. The author believes that teaching is the flow of knowledge from a higher

source to am empty container,
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2. Before one becomes a teacher, he

b

. has been trained for a long time

b. must like children first

[

. ought to have a technical skill
d. should realize his own ability to teach

3. “A higher source” (Line 3) refers to

a. good knowledge

b. a place for high study
€. one acting as a teacher
d. a flow of knowledge

4. “an empty container” (line 3) refers to

a. one who studies
b. students without knowledge
¢. the student’s brain
d. anything nothing in it
5. According to the passage, official certification is
a. not needed b. needed
c¢. a member card d. useless

6. Anyone who is acting as a teacher is expected

for a teacher.

a. to have high capacity
b. to force information to a student
¢. to be in a special group

d. not to be wrong
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7. It can be inferred that all people from the youngest to the oldest

a. can be both the receivers

b. should care about culture

¢. c. help one another to improve the empty-headed
d. should not to spend more time

8. Rather than forcing information to the receivers, a teacher should

a. guide and assist a learner

b. convey his knowledge to a learner

c. c. tell alearner to teach himself instead

d. d. select what should be taught and not be taught

9. According to the author, it can be inferred that anyone who has a special skill

a. could teach it to someone

b. must study more to be an expert

¢. must not do wrong any more

d. is expected to be a leader in a group

10. According to the passage, it can be concluded that

a. the teacher’s role is one of sending it
b. teaching is sharing what you know to someone
c. although we have a little knowledge, it’s better than nothing

d. giving information to someone who needs it is much better
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Grammar Points

1. Passive Voice

) . ? v o dus . . Y

ﬂ‘iziﬁﬂ passive voice (é‘?muwuﬁnu active voice) "r'imﬂaﬂﬂizitlﬂﬁmﬂid
afrailu be + V-3 uamannuviing Yszsnuihudgonszih dslansiiaiiieuldiie
9 v Cl' d’ o =) 4‘ vy T v a = &
deamutiudafignnizi n3omelideamanansngnsziminenilulas Jsclan

. y oy A ‘

passive ‘nwﬂu passage UV1¥FIHUAD

Teaching is supposed to be a professional activity.

The act of teaching is looked upon as a flow of knowledge from a higher

source to an empty container.

. . L . . v o dR o Y
Uszlun passive voice fuilszlen active voice ﬁmmﬁuwuﬁcﬁaﬂmm:nu Tae
=t ] = [ U | & 9 LY o - 9/
MNTTNVSUHUTAIA NN HMWDLNAUALINY DANAD  HDADINITITYHNITNINTEN il

Uszlun active voice uAInAaInIsszudgnnszminsenflAleszlun passive voice
@ o W d'. . . 2] . . o A‘A
ﬁanmﬂﬂﬂunmﬂaﬂumﬂ active volce wuiu passive volce HPAIHAD
1. thenssululszlen active voice vuiludszsmluszlan passive voice
o s das S
2. 17 verb to be Ifauusfulse 511 uazlBing tense 1Idnvoilszlon active
3. wlasunienlu active 1un3enyos 3
b2 . | . ur
4. &helszsrulu active 1funssulu passive lapnanasdignum by
g szlon active Noznaeuily passive voiceld azdoalin3enwiia Ve iy
@10819 1. Active voice: Someone has broken two of my dinner-plates.
Passive voice: Two of my dinner-plates have been broken.
2. Active voice: They recommended me another doctor.

Passive (1): 1 was recommended another doctor.

Passive (2): Another doctor was recommended to me.
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fmoean 2 naadisiteuily passive 19 2 nuy S1szlan active Jnssu 2 6 azo
nssuflanniuldszsndld uationldnssumiiluyana (personal object)az@ind
mzludedldywunldeaenn (gulszlon passive 2) Usznow) urazld direct object

Wudszsmiled modeamsiuidsveninanidiyana

Activity 4

Turn the following sentences into the passive voice,

o

. Somebody has invited you to lunch tomorrow.

2. People will forget it in a few years’ time.

3. No one has ever beaten him at tennis.

4. People must take these books away.

5. The police refused him a passport.

6. The others told the new students where to sit.

7. They asked us to be there at eight o’clock.

8. Someone taught him French and has him a dictionary.
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2. How to use “Need”
2.1 The Regular Verb

a. With a noun or pronoun as its object:
e.g. Small Children need more sleep than grown-up people

She needs a new hat, but she doesn’t need new shoes.

Do you need any help?

b. With a to-infinitive as its object

e.g. Small children need to sleep longer than grown-up people.

I will not need to worry when you are away on holidays.

NB. Need l9iHunSenneusae Gerund 18 wevziinnuwmueh dszsuniludgn

D

pszviname nioamnsmUsulugy need + to-infinitiveld dail

Need + V-ing = Need +to be +V-3

e.g. My shoes need polishing. =

My shoes need to be polished.

His car needs washing. = His car needs to be washed.
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2.2 The Irregular Verb

Need uananaziflunsenmniuds (@ie 2.1 a, b) dlndunienyeld

Tanazldvaelulszlandon uazdszlamlfasmiiu 3o need aglugiuzniensae

(Y
L

et a Py '
olaidimaidin s Taqiiadu iy
Slﬁ)erheed not take your advice. (Your advice need not be taken.)
You needn’t go yet, need you?

Need he go so soon?

2.3. Need used as a Noun

Need vianlfifludnnuldlasiidigwun of munduave dszloni
o & Y o A . .
miulu passage ﬂﬂﬂiziﬂﬂi}ﬂmﬂﬂau We can share what we know, however little it

might be, with someone who has need of that knowledge or skill.

A a e v -
Need of 1150 in need of \JuraninNuMaEN ﬂg’luam’z:ﬂmm!mau

10 wazduiludos ldasnuaunauiiuoe1aun 1y

My brother was badly in need of a new place to live.
(earevesiuduiludeaminoglva)
She is all right now; there is no need to call a doctor.

(moutsoaLeAnd) MU ulludeamunnenidnuda)
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Activity 5

Complete the following sentences by using “Need + Gerund” structure. Then

convert it into “Need + infinitive” structure as in the example.

Example: His garden (need tidy).

a. His garden needs tidying.

b. His garden needs to be tidied.

1. This car ( need clean).

a.

b.

2. Your old house (need repaint).

a.

b.

3. His hair (need cut).

a.

b.

4, The puncture in the front tire of my bicycle

(need repair).

a.

b.

5. Your final report (need type).

a.

b.
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