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Back and Side Go Bare

Back and side go bare,
Both foot and hand go cold;
But, belly, God send thee good ale enough,
Whether it be new or old.
I cannot eat but little meat,
My stomach is not good;
But sure I think that I can drjnk
With him that wears a hood.
Though I go bare, t&e ye no care,
I am nothing a-cold;
I stuff my akin so full within
Of jolly good ale and old.
Back and side go bare, etc.
I love no royt but a nutbrown taast,
And a crab laid in the fire;
A little bread shall do me stead,
Much bread I not desire.
No frost nor snow, no vi+, I trow, 3
Can hurt me if I wold,
I am so wrapped, and throughly lapped5
Of jolly good ale and old.
Back and side, go bare, etc.
And Tib my wife, that as her life
Ioveth uell good ale to seek,
N oft drinks she, till ye may see
The tears run dop her cheek.
Then doth she trawl
me the bowl,
Even asga maltworm 9should;
And saith, "Sweetheart, I took my part
Of this jolly good ale and old."
Back and side, go bare, etc.
Now let them drink, till they nod and wink,
Even as good fellows should do;
They shall not miss to have the bliss
Good ale doth bring men to.
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And all poor souls that have scoured bowls,
Cr have them lustily trawled,
God save the lives of them and their wives,
Whether they be young or old.
Back and side go bare, go bare,
Both foot and hand go cold;
But, belly, God send thee good ale enough,
Whether it be new or old.
Anonymous

' hi.mthatueara a hood : amonk
2 a crab
: a roasted crab apple
3 trow

: believe

4 if I weld

: even if I would give it a chance

5 throughly
6 tXOW1

lapped

7 maltworm

: thoroughly wrapped up
: pass the drinking bowl around
: one who likes to drink.

Moltworm

is used to

infest malt in order to make ale or beer.
8 saith

: said

Questions
1. How does this

song resemble

the

ballad?

2. In stanza three, the speaker does not care about good clothes. Uby not?
3. Point out some humorous statements.
humor?

How does the speaker show his
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0 Western Wind

0 Western wind, when wilt thou blow
That the small rain down can rain?
Christ, that my love were in my srms,
And I in my bed again!
Questions
1.

2.

What does the speaker desire?
Is the speaker happy or unhappy? How do you know?

3. What is the tone of the speaker in the whole poem?
It.

West wind in England rises in spring.

What association does the wind

and :he rain in the first two lines have with the last two lines?
---.-----

The Passionate Shepherd to His Love
Come live with me and be i@ love,
And we will all the pleasures prove
That hills and valleys, dales and fields,
And all the crag&y mountains yield.
There will we sit upon the rocks
And see the shepherds feed their flocks,
By shallow rivers, to whose falls
Melodious birds sing madigrals.
There will I make thee beds of roses
And a thousand fragrant posies,,
A cap of flowers, and a kirtle
Embroider'd all with leaves of myrtle.

*

a dress
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I gown made of the finest wool,
Which from our pretty lambs we pull,
Fair lined slippers for the cold,
With buckles of the purest gold.
A belt of straw and ivy buds
Vith coral clasps and amber studs:
And if these pleasures may thee move,
Come live with me and be my love.
The shepherd swains*shall dance and sing
For thy delight each May-morning:
If these delights thy mind may move,
Then live with me and be my love.
Christopher
Ri;7

YIIJIU l"?

move

Ufhd;l

ii5

love

itLhi7

aon~b4&12.k~mm\riii

eye-rhyme

LWf7rl~UUtiTidMYW

Marlowe
k%J~~~ii.lrhymc
-ova 1uih-G

b&O-

1.

Writs the first stanza into normal subject - verb - object sentence
pattarn.

2.

What do the word '$rove" and lyield" mean?

Are the promises of the shepherd possible? Which could be possibls
and which impossible?

3.

What is the attitude of the shepherd towards love?

4. Why is this poem called a pastoral lyric?

The Nymph's Reply
If all the world and love were young, ,
And truth in every shepherd's tongue,
These pretty pleasures might me move
To live with thee and be thy love.
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Time drives the flocks from field to fold,
When river8 gage and rocks grow cold;
And Fhilomel becometh dumb;
The rest complains of cares to come.

*

nightingale

The flowers do fade, and wanton fields
To wayward winter reckoning yields:
A honey tongue, P heart of gall,
Is fancy's spring, but sorrow's fall.
m gowns, thy shoes, thy beds of roses,
Tb cap, thy kirtle, and thr posies
Soon break, soon wither, soon forgotten,
In folly ripe, in reason rotten.
Thy belt of straw and ivy buds,
Thy coral clasps and amber studs,
All these in me no mean8 can mve
To come to thee and be thy love.
But could youth last, and love still bread,
Had joys no date, nor age no need,
Then these delight8 my mind might move
To live with thee and be thy love.

1.

What

make8

you think that this poem is the reply to the preceding

pem of Marlowe?
I

Find details which relate this poem to Marlowe's.

2. What is the nymph's attitude towards love? How is it different from
that of the shepherd?
3. What images does the nymph use to point out the impossibility of the
shepherd's promises?

3 6

It Was a Lover

It was a lover and his lass,
With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino,
That o'er the green corn-field did pass,
In spring time, the only pretty ring time,
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding!
Sweet lover8 love the spring.
Between the acres of the rye,
With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino,
Those pretty country folks would lie,
In spr-ing time, the only pretty ring time,
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding!
Sweet lovers love the spring.
This carol they began that hour,
With a hey, and a ho, and a hey nonino,
How that a life was but a flouer
In spring time, the only pretty ring time,
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding!
Sweet lovers love the spring.
And therefore take the present time,

With a hey, and a ho, and a.hey nonino,
For love is crow&d with the prime
In spring time, the only pretty ring time,
When birds do sing, hey ding a ding, ding1
Sweet lovers love the spring.
William Shakespeare
Questions
Point out the lines that you think is the theme of the poem.
1.
What is its theme?
2. Ia the imagery suitable for the theme?
3. What is the mood of this poem?
4. What do you think of the repetition you find in every stanza? What
effect doea it give?

Farewell, thou child of v right hand, and joy;
l(y sin was too much hope of thee, lov'd boy.
Seven years thou wert lent to me, and I thee pay,
Exacted by thy fate, on the just day.
0, could I lose all father, now! For why
Will man lament the state he should envy -and flesh's rage,
To have so soon scap'd'world's,

1

escape

And if no other misery, yet age?
H&t in'soft peace, and ask'd, say here doth lie
Ben Jonson his best piece of poetry.
For whose sake, henceforth, all his vows be such
As what he loves may never like2too much.

2 thr iv0

Ben Jonson
w117u!wl
-1

Child of my right hand

‘1uurrCiu~nwmii4 Benjamin

~Q~nYllUWN Ben J~so&NP~IU?U~

R.fl. 1603 'lUnlNlHebrew lll!'Ml

,

:

"child of the right hand"
Questions
1. The word 'lent" in line three shows his bitter feeling. He compared
fate to the money lender that did not tell the date when he demanded
the owing back. The word “just” in line four also has double
meaning.
W‘nat are they?
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2.

In the second foiir lines, he tried to rationalire

the mieery, Why d'ld

he think of his 8011'8 death at the age of seven aa "the state bs should
envy*? What reason did he try to give t.o himself?
3.

I~I the last four lines, what ip the beat thing he con give to bie son?

4. What did he teach himself at the end of the poem? Paraphrase
of the last two lines.

The quality of mercy . . .

The quality of mercy is not strain'd,
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blebs'd;
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes:
'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown;
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power,
The attribute to awe and majesty,
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;
But mercy is above this sceptre away,
It is enthroned in the hearts of kings,
It is an attiibute te God himself,
And earthly power doth then show like& Cod's
When mercy seasons justice.
William Shakespeare

the idea
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Questions
1.

What does the poet compare mercy to?

2.

&plain the idea in line 5 and 6.

3.

Point out the words that have the meaning of power.

4. Why does the speaker think of mercy as above "this sceptre sway"?

4 0
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Prothalamion

There in a meadow by the river's side
A flock of nymphs I chanced to espy
All lovely daughters of the flood thereby,
With goodly greenish locks all lose stied
As each had been a bride;
And each one had a little wicker basket
Made of fine twigs entrailed curiou:i?y,
In which they gathered flowers to fill their f'lasket,
And with fine fingers cropped full feafecusly'
The tender stalks oh high.
Of every sort which in that meadow grew
They gathered some; the violet, pallid blue.
The little daisy that at evening closes,
The virgin lily end the primrose true,
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With store of vermeil roses,
To deck their bridegrooms' posies
Against the bridal day, which was not long:
Sweet Thamesl run softly, till I end my song.
With that I saw two swans of goodly hue
Come softly swimming down along the Lee2
Two fairer birds I yet did never see;
The snow which doth the top of Pindus3strew
Did never whiter shew,
Nor Jove4himself, when he a swan would be
For love of Ledaf whiter did appear
Yet Leda was, they say, as white as he,
Yet not so white as these, nor nothing near;
So purely white they were
6
That even the gentle stream, the which them bare,
Seemed foul to them? and bade his billows spare
To wet their silken feathers, lest they might
Soil their fair plumes with water not 50 fair,
And mar*their beauties bright,
That shone as heaven's light,
Against their bridal day, which was not long:
Sweet Thames! run softly, till I end my song.
Edmund

Spenser

w
1 feataously : neatly
* Lee

: probably the river Lee which flowed into Thames

' Pindus

: a mountain chain in northern Greece in classic times

4 Jove

: Jupiter, god of the sky

5 leda

: Jupiter in dis guise of a swan approached Leda, wifs
of Tyndaros, king of Sparta, while she was bathing.
Prom their union came Castor, Pollux and Helen.
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6

bare

: revealed

7 to them

: compared to them

8-

: spoil

Questions
1.

What is the atmosphere of the scenes described in the poem?

2.

What does the repetition at the end of each stanza YSweet Thamesl
run softly, till 1 end my song" contribute to the mood of the poem?

